
by MICHAEL O'DONNELL

The Westlake-Bay Village 
Rotary is bringing back 
the Westlake Art Festival 

this July! Mark your calendars 
for this rain-or-shine fun day 

on Saturday, July 31, from 10:00 
a.m. until 5:00 p.m.

For years the art festival was 
held on the St. John West Shore 
Hospital grounds, providing an 
outdoor venue for art lovers. 
Thanks to the hard work of the 

Westlake-Bay Village Rotary, 
in partnership with Westlake 
Porter Public Library, Westlake 
Schools, and sponsors from 
Baird Investments and Jen and 
Joe Hudak, the Art Festival is 
back!

The Festival plans to be a 
pet-friendly, family fun event 
complete with live music, food 
trucks, ice cream, a wine and 
beer garden and plenty of free 
parking.

There are plans for over 50 
artists and crafters to display 
their unique art works in the 
green space between Westlake 
Elementary School and Porter 

Library, 27333 Center Ridge 
Road.

Admission is free; parking 
is available at Westlake Elemen-
tary School.

For more information about 
the festival, visit westlakebayvil-
lagerotaryartfest.com.

We hope to see everyone 
enjoying the fresh air and sup-
porting our local artists! 

by ROBERT ROZBORIL

The City of Westlake and the 
Westlake Baseball League 
hosted a Ribbon-Cutting 

and Grand Opening Ceremony 
at the four newly-minted Clague 
Memorial Fields on Saturday, 
June 5.

Westlake Mayor Dennis M. 
Clough performed the ceremonial 

ribbon-cutting, with help from 
some local ballplayers. Members 
of Westlake City Council, Recre-
ation Director Paula Horner and 
past Recreation Commission 
Chairman Dale Smith looked on, 
among others. 

Then it was time to play ball! 
After a stirring rendition of 

"Take Me Out To The Ballgame" 
by the Derbytown Chorus barber-

shop quartet, Mayor Clough threw 
the first of four ceremonial "first" 
pitches on Diamond 1. The May-
or's pitch came in low and just off 
the right-handed side of the plate. 
Prior to the pitch, the Mayor men-
tioned some soreness in his rotator 
cuff, which likely means he will not 
be available to help the Cleveland 
Indians' bullpen this year.
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by BECKY MILLER

Jennie Koomar, of Bay Village, has 
become the first female in Scouts 
BSA Troop 40 to complete the rank 

of Eagle Scout. To receive this honor, 
Jennie worked closely with the Village 
Project to design, construct and imple-
ment a food waste compost system.

The Village Project is a local non-
profit organization that provides nutri-
ent-dense meals to those who are fight-
ing cancer in the surrounding commu-
nities. The compost system allows the 
Village Project to keep the compost on 
site and use it in their gardens to grow 

fresh herbs and vegetables.
Jennie enjoyed activities as a 

member of the Girls Scouts from the 
time she was in kindergarten. Her troop 
eventually dissolved, and she joined Sea 
Scouts and then Scouts BSA to contin-
ue her Scouting adventures.  She was 
inspired to pursue this rank based on 
the experiences of her dad, Paul, who 
is also an Eagle Scout.

Jennie, who will be a senior at Bay 
High this fall, is active in school and 
church leadership positions and has 
been recognized for her many achieve-
ments in Scouts BSA, Sea Scouts, CARE 
for AIDS, E-Cybermission and many 

other activities.
As a founding member of Troop 

40, Jennie’s dedication to scouting goes 
beyond earning ranks, she completed 
over 21 merit badges, led as Senior 
Patrol Leader, tented in mud and snow, 
hiked in the rain, and biked in the heat 
of summer, all while maintaining a 
positive attitude and a big smile.

Truly, she is a shining example of 
what being an Eagle Scout really means! 
Jennie is an inspiration to every young 
woman who dreams of adventure and 
a desire to experience new challenges 
while making a difference in themselves 
and the world around them! 

Jennie Koomar, pictured with her parents, Therese 
and Paul, achieved the rank of Eagle Scout after 
creating a compost system for the Village Project.

More stories, photos 
and events online at 
wbvobserver.com   /wbvobserver

Dedicated to the ideal that 
volunteers define a community.
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Westlake senior graduates 
with perfect K-12 attendance

Westlake High 
School senior, 
Blake Wolfe, 

accomplished an extraor-
dinary feat on Friday, May 
21, when he walked into 
the school on his final day. 
The 17-year-old graduate 
has never missed a day 
of school as a Westlake 
School District student 
from kindergarten through 
12th grade.

Blake is a well-rounded 
honor roll student, member of 
the marching and symphonic 
bands, basketball team and 
a long jumper for the track 
and field team. He will attend 
Bluffton University to major in 
business and sports manage-
ment and will play basketball 
for the Bluffton Beavers.

Blake’s perfect atten-
dance was a challenge at 

times, as his doctor and den-
tist appointments, college 
visits, etc. were scheduled 
around his school and extra-
curricular schedule. He was 
pretty lucky as Blake was an 
overall healthy kid the past 13 
years which allowed him to go 
to school daily.

It’s not easy to have perfect 
attendance from kindergarten 
through 12th grade, but Blake 
Wolfe is able to add this to his 
list of accomplishments.  

Westlake senior Blake Wolfe

Clague Memorial Fields 
open with not one,     
but FOUR first pitches

Mayor Clough threw the first of four ceremonial "first" pitches on Diamond 1 at Clague Park.

Art Festival returns to Westlake July 31

First female in Bay earns Eagle Scout award          
Bay Village teen creates green solution for Village Project
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The City of Westlake’s annual Fourth of 
July parade and fireworks will return in 2021 
for all to enjoy! 

Following a year in which so many special 
events had to be cancelled due to pandemic 
concerns, the City hopes this year's parade will 
be an especially memorable and unifying occa-
sion for the community. 

The parade will begin after 1 p.m. so as not 
to conflict with Sunday religious services. It will 
depart from Burneson Middle School on Dover 
Center Road before proceeding onto Hilliard 
Boulevard and traveling east to Clague Park.

If you, your organization or your busi-
ness is interested in participating in this year's 
festivities, visit the City’s website at www.
cityofwestlake.org/684/4th-of-July-Parade-
and-Fireworks. 

Citizens participate 
in writing, editing, 

photographing and delivering this newspaper. 
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Next up was Westlake City School 
District Superintendent Scott Goggin, 
who delivered a ball high and inside that 
was snagged beautifully by the catcher. 

Westlake Police Captain Gerald Vogel 
floated a change-up across the dish and 
Westlake School Board Member John 
Finucane hurled a high fastball over the 
plate to round out the event. 

The barbershop quartet also per-
formed "The Star-Spangled Banner" just 
prior to the ceremonial cutting of the 
ribbon, as well as a selection of other, light-
hearted numbers as players and local offi-
cials warmed up to take the field(s). 

PLEASE PROOFREAD.
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you’ll be reminded of 
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retirement early. You 

see, with each tick of the second 

hand, your retirement edges 

closer. Which is why we’ve always 

believed there’s no such thing as 

planning too early. Thanks to the 

rigorously disciplined, thoughtful 

process we’ve employed 

from day one, Raymond 

James advisors have 

helped countless clients 

reach the finish line 

with the necessary 

resources to accomplish 

all the next things they 

wanted to do. It’s time 

to find out what a Raymond 

James financial advisor can do 

for you. LIFE WELL PLANNED.

While we find the strutting  
gratuitous, the rooster’s  

commitment to starting early  
is strategically sound.
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Bay Board of Education    
June 7 meeting overview
by LWV observer JANE BLACKIE

Board President Lisa Priemer 
called the meeting to order at 
6:38 p.m. The later start time 

was to accommodate the large number 
of community members. Also in atten-
dance were Vice President Dan Vegh; 
Mrs. Beth Lally; Dr. Scott Schultz; and 
Mr. Paul Vincent.
Superintendent’s Report

Dr. Jodie Hausmann made two 
major points. The first point was 
regarding the use of the term “equity.” 
She emphasized that the Board and 
administration want to be prepared 
for learners to ensure that all voices are 
heard. The equity audit has been in the 
planning stage for over two years and 
grew from the Strategic Plan. 

The purpose of the slated equity 
review is to give more information 
on how to best serve all children. 
Although Bay Village does very well 
as it is, Superintendent Hausmann 
posed some theoretical questions. 
For example, she questioned whether 
more students would take AP classes if 
the District did something differently 
or whether some students would be 
more involved in Bay’s stellar music 
program if transportation were pro-
vided. She said that an equity audit is 
similar to a financial review.

The Superintendent also reflect-
ed on the past year and the District’s 
achievements in the pandemic. She 
thanked all staff and board members 
and gave condolences to those who 
lost family members. Despite the 
many problems the pandemic caused, 
Superintendent Hausmann said that 
Bay Village was the first public district 
in Cuyahoga County to reopen for in-
person instruction. “It was not perfect, 
but it was impressive,” she said and 
pointed to the fact that Bay Village did 
not cut one program and that teachers 
in the elementary schools continued 
to eat lunch with their students. She 
said it was “… an emergency response 
of the highest order.”
Public Comments
• Mrs. Priemer allowed over an hour 

for public comments. The following 
is an overview of those comments. 

• Former Bay students spoke of their 
limited experiences with equity 
and diversity in the Bay District and 
their gratefulness that the District is 
moving forward in a broader direc-
tion. 

• A petition was presented with over 
125 signatures from Bay residents in 
support of the school district.

• Bay League of Women Voters chap-
ter chair Cynthia White read the 
League’s position on education that 
supports the Board’s decision.

• Equity and diversity in the schools 
is supported by the Bay Anti-Racism 
Network.

• Mrs. Priemer pointed out that Bay 
does not teach Critical Race Theory 
as our district follows the Ohio State 
Standards and Critical Race Theory 
is not part of that.

• Whatever the outcome of the audit, 
transparency is important.

• There was concern about the firm 
that was hired to complete the 
Equity Audit. However, the firm is 
endorsed by the Ohio School Board 
Association.

• There was also concern that some 
AP classes could be cut from the 
results of the equity review. The 
speaker was assured that that would 
not happen.

Board Communications
School Resource Officer Report: 

Officer Ben Kitchen reflected on his 
time working in the Bay Schools. He 
emphasized that he wants students 
to use him as a resource and that his 
primary goal is to further students’ 
education. He was happy that the 
response to the Jan. 29 active shooter 
experience worked as planned. The 
results of the investigation into that 
incident are incomplete but will be 
reported to the community as soon as 
they are available.

The Board approved the minutes 
from the previous regular meeting. 
Those minutes can be found on the 
Board website at go.boarddocs.com/
oh/bvcsd/Board.nsf/Public.

The Board also approved several 
certified and classified personnel 
changes; the Food Service Supervisor 
salary schedule; and continued mem-
bership in OHSAA. Other items that 
were approved were the acceptance 
of a donation from Casey Martin for 
needy families; the cost of one new 
school bus; a contract with outside 
companies for occupational therapy 
services, physical therapy services, 
transportation services, consultative 
behavior and therapy services, and 1:1 
student nursing services. 

Participation in the Ohio Schools 
Council and Forecast 5 Analytics 
was approved. The Superintendent 
announced the foreign exchange 
students for the 2021-22 school year 
who will come from Germany and the 
Czech Republic. 
Treasurer Update

Treasurer Meghan Rohde said 
that it was prudent for the District 
to pursue a $1 million grant from the 
State of Ohio which it was awarded. 
Those monies will be used for special 
education, the new school bus and 
personal protection equipment. 

The Home of the Rockets project is 
underway with three-quarters of those 
funds coming from contributions. 

Treasurer Rohde expects that the 
State will release its education budget 
this month and is hopeful that Bay Vil-
lage will receive a small increase. 

The District is disposing of 
mowers and bus tires. Rohde rec-
ommended that the Board approve 
the Fiscal Year 2021-2022 temporary 
appropriations at 35% of the fiscal year 
2021 expenditure amount. Her report 
was approved.

The next Bay School Board regular 
meeting will be Monday, June 28, at 
6:30 p.m. at Bay Middle School. 

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS

Take part in the Westlake 
4th of July Parade
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WESTLAKE-BAY VILLAGE ROTARY 
ANNOUNCES THE 

WESTLAKE 
ART FESTIVAL
IS BACK!
Saturday, July 31
10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Free parking at Westlake Elementary 
School, 27555 Center Ridge Road
FREE ADMISSION

The Art Festival, formerly held at           
St. John West Shore Hospital, will be 
held this year ON THE GROUNDS WEST 
OF PORTER LIBRARY. The Festival 
plans to be a pet friendly, family fun 
event complete with live music, food 
trucks, ice cream, a wine and beer 
garden and plenty of free parking at 
Westlake Elementary School. There are 
plans for over 50 artists and crafters to 
display their unique art works.

For more information about the festival, visit:
westlakebayvillagerotaryartfest.com

New ‘Wonders of Wildlife’ 
program at Lake Erie Nature 

& Science Center 
by MORGAN PASKERT

Children and families 
of all ages can learn 
about the wonders of 

wildlife this summer in Lake 
Erie Nature & Science Center’s 
new program. This 30-minute 
program features up-close 
encounters with a variety of 
the Center’s resident animals 
including mammals, reptiles 
and birds of prey. Wonders 
of Wildlife costs $5/person 

(children 6 months and under 
are free) and will be offered 
on Thursday, June 17, and 
Friday, June 18, at 10:30 a.m. 
and 11:30 a.m. More summer 
dates to be announced. 
Advance registration is rec-
ommended.

Lake Erie Nature & Sci-
ence Center continues to offer 
free general admission on 
Tuesdays through Saturdays 
from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Plan your 
visit at www.lensc.org. 

Bay Schools receives                     
‘Ohio Auditor of State’ award
by KAREN UTHE SEMANCIK

Earlier this month, Audi-
tor of State Keith Faber 
announced that Bay Village 

City School District received the 
Auditor of State Award for its clean 
audit reports for the fiscal year 
ended 2020.

The State Auditor’s office 
shares information as far back as 
2014, and Bay Village Schools has 
received the Ohio Auditor of State 
Award every year since 2014, except 
for 2017, so six of the last seven 
years.

“We are elated to share this 
wonderful news with our stake-
holders, as it takes an entire dis-
trict to win an award like this,” said 

Meghan Rohde, Treasurer for Bay 
Village Schools. “We strive to pro-
vide the best financial reporting to 
our local and state communities.”

The Auditor’s office presents 
the Auditor of State Award to local 
governments and school districts 
upon the completion of a finan-
cial audit. Entities that receive the 
award meet the following criteria of 
a “clean” audit report:
• The entity must file financial 

reports with the Auditor of State’s 
office by the statutory due date, 
without extension, via the Hinkle 
System and in accordance with 
GAAP (Generally Accepted 
Accounting Principles);

• The audit report does not con-
tain any findings for recovery, 

material citations, material 
weakness, significant deficien-
cies, Uniform Guidance (Single 
Audit) findings or questioned 
costs;

• The entity’s management letter 
contains no comment related 
to: ethics referrals; questioned 
costs less than the threshold per 
the Uniform Guidance; lack of 
timely annual financial report 
submission; bank reconciliation 
issues; failure to obtain a timely 
Single Audit in accordance with 
Uniform Guidance; findings for 
recovery less than $500; public 
meetings or public records 
issues;

• The entity has no other financial 
or other concerns. 

by EDWARD HORVATH

Hayden Coffman (Bay High 
School Class of 2021) was the 
winner of this year’s Veterans 

of Foreign Wars/American Legion Mili-
tary Scholarship. Sponsored by VFW 
Post 9693 and Legion Post 385, this 
scholarship is awarded each year to a 
deserving Bay High School graduating 

senior who will be affiliated with the 
U.S. military while attending college.

The winner is selected on the basis 
of academic performance, commu-
nity service, extracurricular activities, 
character, leadership potential, and 
expressed interest in military service.

Mr. Coffman will be attending 
the United States Military Academy 
at West Point. 

Bay High student awarded military scholarship

Hayden Coffman



More stories, photos and events online at www.wbvobserver.com   

4 WESTLAKE | BAY VILLAGE OBSERVER • 15 JUNE 2021                                      

by TAK SATO

As this issue hits the news-
stands, Father's Day is only five 
days away! Unlike last year, 
many will have the opportunity 
to hug them in-person again 
and celebrate together. To honor 
the fathers who went to heaven 
during the past year and a half 
when the physical distancing 
mandate made it ever more dif-
ficult to put closure, I've asked 

my wife, Mely, to share her story. 
This is her telling her story ...

My father passed away 
in October of last year 
in the Philippines. 

Due to COVID-19 pandemic, 
I was unable to travel and be 
by his side. It was not easy, but 
something I had accepted, not 
being there to see him before he 
died. Like the rest of this country 
and the world, I could not attend 

his funeral to say goodbye. I still 
seek closure.

One of the fondest memo-
ries I cherish came when I gifted 
my parents a tablet for their 50th 
anniversary. When my dad saw 
my husband, who remained 
stateside, and I communicating 
via FaceTime, his eyes lit up. He 
asked me, "You mean I will be 
able to see you from thousands 
of miles away if I learn how to 
use this gift?" I said "yes" and 
knew I had his interest! He was 
determined to learn how to use it. 
Everyday during my visit, I would 
practice with him – how to turn it 
on, start FaceTime, and to accept 
video calls or make video calls.

My father was one of our 
avid supporters when my hus-

band and I formed a nonprofit, 
Center for Aging in the Digital 
World, to empower seniors with 
digital literacy in 2015. He didn't 
question what we were doing, 
he didn't mock that we weren't 
making any money, but he 
"understood" that we answered 
a calling to help seniors by teach-
ing them how to use technology. 
He only showed love, support 
and faith in our efforts. To me 
he was a dream dad, to have a 
dad who unequivocally believed 
in my pursuit. The nonprofit is 5 
years old now and we're glad that 
we're still here helping seniors.

What I didn't imagine is the 
fact that technology would be 
our lifeline. When Dad first got 
sick and I was unable to travel 

due to distance and financial 
constraints, it was through 
FaceTime that I could see both 
his progress but also his rapidly 
declining health. It was through 
FaceTime how I said goodbye 
to him for the last time, telling 
him how much I loved him. After 
he passed, it was also through 
FaceTime with my mother that I 
strongly felt her anguish of what 
it means to lose the love of her 
life. It was heartbreaking when 
she asked me, "Who is going to 
hold my hand?"

Life is precious. We create 
precious moments each day 
and whether your loved ones 
are thousands of miles away 
or in the next city, technology 
provides options. 

Precious moments      
with my father

THE DIGITAL WORLD

by WILLIAM KRAUSE

Clifton Aldrich is the great-
grandson of Aaron Aldrich 
III who constructed the 

beautifully preserved, circa 1829, 
home which still stands at 30663 
Lake Road (on the south side of 
Lake Road just east of Bradley).

According to “Bay Village: A 
Way of Life” the Bay Village Aldrich 
family are descendants of George 
Aldrich who immigrated to Amer-
ica from England in 1634. Aaron 
Aldrich II was born in 1740 and 
served in the American Revolu-
tion. Aaron III and his wife Eliza-
beth Winsor Aldrich immigrated 
to Dover in 1816. Clifton’s grand-
father William was their second 
child, born in 1817, he married 
Martha Bassett in 1840.

Clifton’s father William II was 
born in the Nathan Bassett home-
stead on Bassett Road (the barn 
still stands at 484 Bassett Road). 
William II married Jeanette Bates 
in 1862, and served in the Civil War. 
Clifton was their fifth child, born 
in 1878 in another now well pre-
served, circa 1862 historic home, 
which still stands at 366 Bassett 
Road.

According to “Retracing Foot-
steps: Lakeside Cemetery,” in 1903 
a 25-year-old Clifton married Mary 
Adeline Barker and was among the 
leaders who led the secession from 
Dover Township and organization 
of the Village of Bay. He was the 

first treasurer of the 
village and organized 
the volunteer fire 
department.

In 1910 Clifton 
Aldrich purchased 
a 19.5-acre parcel of 
land on the south side of Osborn 
Road for $2,914. It extended south 
all the way to the railroad tracks. It 
had 522 feet of frontage on Osborn. 
He ran an orchard on the property. 
His next easterly neighbor, Wirt W. 
Dodd, had a parcel of nearly the 
exact same dimensions. They 
would eventually go into busi-
ness together and form the Dodd 
Aldrich Realty Co. which devel-
oped an approximately 50-acre 
subdivision immediately east of 
Dodd’s property called the Forest 
Park subdivision, in the early to 
mid-1920s.

In 1914 Clifton Aldrich con-
structed a home and barn valued 
by the tax assessor at $2,450. The 
home, the subject of this article, 
still stands today at the southwest 
corner of Dwight Drive and Osborn 
Road. The style of the existing barn 
behind the house suggests it too 
dates from 1914, and was prob-
ably used in the operation of the 
orchard.

The handsome home has 
characteristics of both the Colonial 
Revival and American Foursquare. 
Both styles that were popular in 
1914. The columned entry porch 
and oval window above it are both 

classically 
inspired and 
the general 
massing of 
the home 
and the 
hipped roof 
are charac-
teristics of a 
“Foursquare.”

By 1931 the home and acre-
age were transferred into the 
name of Clifton’s wife, Adeline. In 
1932 Clifton was appointed Bay’s 
fire chief for one year. By 1938, 
in the depths of the Depression, 
the property was in the name of 
S.H. Squires, Superintendent of 
Banks in charge of the liquidation 
of the Guardian Trust Company of 
Cleveland, Ohio. Clifton may have 
overextended himself in his real 
estate ventures or perhaps this was 
a business decision and they lost 
the house. In 1942 they are living 
at 445 Cahoon Road, which was a 
home on the Cahoon Park prop-
erty, just northeast of where the 
skate park exists today.

According to an article writ-
ten in 1960, reprinted in “Retrac-
ing Footsteps,” Bay officials had 
coaxed him out of retirement to 

supervise the 
land left to the 
village by the last of the Cahoons. 
He and Adeline moved into a 
100-year-old house at 445 Cahoon 
Road, where they celebrated their 
57th wedding anniversary. The 
article goes on to say that Bay High 
School students and visitors to the 
park know him as “Gramps” and 
usually stop to chat a while. He 
died in 1970, at the time the oldest 
native-born Bay Village resident. 
“Bay Village: A Way of Life” has 
many pages of reminiscences by 
him, including his memory of 
witnessing the first steam loco-
motive come through Dover in 
1882. There is so much Bay history 
wrapped up in this one man’s life!

In 1940 the 19.5 acres and 
home were purchased by Agnes 
Maska of Lakewood Heights Bou-
levard. The 1946 Bay Directory lists 

Edward and Kathryn Stanton as 
living at 28905 Osborn with their 
three children and perhaps a rela-
tive or servant. In 1952 the prop-
erty transferred from Mrs. Maska 
to Kathryn Stanton; in 1961 from 
Kathryn Stanton to Jean Debarr 
and Hazel Daniels. The home was 
occupied by the Austin and Laura 
Dalhart family and their six chil-
dren in the 1960s. Debarr and Dan-
iels sold it to the current owners 
in 1972, by then the property was 
reduced in size to 103 feet along 
Osborn and 300 feet deep. Dwight 
Drive had been constructed in the 
mid- to late 1960s.

We can thank the current 
owners for requesting a century 
home plaque and sending us on 
this fascinating journey through 
time. 

The 1914 Clifton and 
Adeline Aldrich House, 
28905 Osborn Road

DIGGING DOVER – BAY VILLAGE

1927 Hopkins Plat book showing Aldrich and 
Dodd farms and the Forest Park Subdivision 
that they developed in the 1920s. Link Road 
is now known as Lincoln and 25th Street as 
Sutcliffe Drive.

1914 Clifton and Adeline Aldrich home at 28905 Osborn 
Road.
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The barn likely also dates to 1914.

The Westlake | Bay Village Observer is sponsoring 
Mayor Dennis Clough's State of the City address to 
Westlake residents at the new Community Services 

Center on Tuesday, July 13, at 7:00 p.m. 
The event is free and open to the public. 

SAVE THE DATE
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Now Hiring 
In-Home 
Caregivers

• Great Team Culture
• Part Time or Full Time 
• Flexible Schedule

• Bonuses 
• Paid Training

PLEASE PROOFREAD. Ad artwork ©2021 Westlake | Bay Village Observer

presents

GROUNDWORKS 
DANCE THEATRE
Modern & accessible groundbreaking 
dance on BAYarts concert stage
2 nights: Thursday July 15 
and Friday July 16
Adults: $10, 
Kids: 12 & under $5
www.bayarts.net to purchase

Westlake Aquatic Center & 
Peterson Pool open for business!
by ROBERT ROZBORIL

Summer is officially here! Mayor 
Dennis M. Clough opened the 
Westlake Aquatic Center & Peter-

son Pool on Saturday, June 5, by once 
again “testing” the waterslides at the 
facility.

This year, he raced his grandson, 
Danny, down the slide! The Mayor 
reached the bottom first and they both 
had a great time! Video of their trip 
down the slide is available for video-
on-demand (VOD) viewing on the city's 
website and via the Westlake Community 
Access Channel streaming apps.

Before ascending the steps to the 
top of the steeper (and faster) of the two 
waterslides, Mayor Clough used the facil-
ity's PA system to address the early-birds 
who had filtered into the WAC on the 
sunny, hot summer morning. 

“I just wanted to officially welcome 
everyone to this year’s season at the 
Westlake Aquatic Center & Peterson 
Pool,” Mayor Clough said. “Obviously last 
year was not the best, but we’re going to 
more than make up for it this year.”

He also acknowledged all of the life-
guards who will be working throughout 
the summer to ensure that everyone is 
safe while enjoying the facility’s many 
amenities. These amenities include a lazy 
river, an activity pool and a splash pad.

Weather conditions this year were 
much better than in 2020 when, with 
temperatures hovering in the low 60s, 
the mayor opened the facility with a dive 
into Peterson Pool in addition to his now 
trademark waterslide plunge. 

For more information about pool 
hours and memberships, visit www.
cityofwestlake.org/372/Westlake-Aquat-
ic-Center-Peterson-Pool. 

Westlake Mayor Dennis M. Clough takes the first plunge of the season 
down a waterslide into Peterson Pool on Saturday, June 5.
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Cleveland Indians (there,       
I said it) are a conundrum
by JEFF BING

So, here’s the deal: The local profes-
sional baseball team, soon to be 
formerly known as the Cleveland 

Indians, has succeeded in confusing the 
bejeebers out of me.

You’re familiar with the old idiom, 
“Caught between a rock and a hard 
place,” right? That’s where I am right now 
with our beloved – soon to never again be 
referred to as – our Tribe.

After a lifetime of living and dying 
on every pitch and every out of every 
game I could catch in person, on the 
tube, or on the radio, I doubt I could ever 
turn my back on them completely. Just 
the same …

The methodology of the current 
ownership is testing my loyalty – big time.

It’s difficult for me to praise the 
Dolans, but the fact is they are excel-
lent owners, and in a couple of areas 
(unfortunately?). They have built up an 
incredibly successful farm system and 
at the same time allowed a very talented 
front office to do their thing on a budget 
that is the MLB equivalent of a cold cup 
of coffee with a half-eaten donut (sorry, 
I was hungry). This is the kind of orga-
nization that, on paper at least, a team 
owner of ANY professional sports fran-
chise would do just about anything to 
have running his or her team.

Unfortunately (there’s that word 
again), all of the good things the organi-
zation does are more than offset by own-
ership’s antagonizing penny-pinching 
approach employed when it comes to 
keeping quality talent and/or by parting 

with the cash necessary to acquire addi-
tional talent to make a legitimate run for 
a championship.

Hence, the team usually is good 
enough to make it to MLB’s post-season, 
yet does a pratfall when they face supe-
rior talent in the playoffs. Obviously, this 
approach is good enough for manage-
ment’s bottom line, although they have 
claimed, with a couple of exceptions, to 
be losing money every year. (Obviously, 
that claim cannot be true because if they 
were indeed losing boatloads of money 
year-in and year-out, they would be crazy 
to not alter their financial approach, no?)   

This takes us back to square one, 
does it not? I cannot root against the 
Indians, um, soon-to-be-former Indians, 
but when they win (which should make 
me happy) it only reinforces the Dolans’ 
belief that they can be cheap and still be 
successful at the same time. It makes for 
a real pickle, I tell you.

I don’t know about you, but the 
perennial notion of sneaking into the 
playoffs and then spouting the “any-
thing-can-happen” pipedream is wear-
ing thin.

The players know from the moment 
they arrive in the big leagues that they 
are merely temporary placeholders 
for the younger players behind them, 
because once they begin to make some 
real money, they will be too expensive to 
play ball in Cleveland. It’s like the MLB 
version of the movie “Groundhog Day.”

Except this movie is much more 
expensive to attend.

And it most assuredly will have an 
unhappy ending. 

SPORTING VIEWS

A food truck featuring gourmet burgers cruised onto Elmwood Drive 
on Thursday, June 10. The neighborhood was treated to a fantastic 
taste bud explosion and a chance to mingle with neighbors, friends and 
Betty's Bomb Ass Burger fans. This was a first event of this kind for the 
neighborhood association and by all the positive accounts, plans for 
future food truck events will be scheduled.

Westlake residents host 
food truck event
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by ELAINE WILLIS

Following is Westlake Porter Public 
Library’s late June 2021 calendar of 
events. All programs are subject to change. 
Please check westlakelibrary.org or follow 
the library on Facebook and Twitter         
(@WestlakePorter) for the latest updates.

Thursdays, June 17 and 24 (1-1:30 
p.m.) Family Storytime (Live) – Join 
us on Zoom for an interactive storytime 
featuring books, rhymes, songs and 
movement. For families with children 
up to 2-6, siblings welcome. Please reg-
ister. Participants must provide an email 
address to receive Zoom instructions.

Thursday, June 17 (7-8 p.m.) Writ-
ing the Rainbow: An Hour of Creative 
Writing to Celebrate LGBTQ+ Pride 
Month (Live) – Join us for an hour of 
creative writing prompts to celebrate 
and nurture our own journey toward 
self-acceptance. All are invited. Please 
register and supply an email address to 
receive Zoom instructions.

Monday, June 21 (9- a.m.-9 p.m.) 
Celebrate Summer! Craft Bag Pick-
Up – Celebrate the start of summer with 
a bag of fun crafts! Please register. Kits 
will be available for pick up until June 
29 unless other arrangements are made.

Monday, June 21 (9 a.m.-9 p.m.) 
Crafty Adults Supply Pick-Up – Make 
a craft project of your own with this simple 
kit. For adults with developmental or intel-
lectual disabilities. While supplies last. No 
previous crafting experience necessary. 
Some household items, such as glue, scis-
sors, or markers will not be included. All 
other craft items will be supplied. Please 
register. Contact WPPL at 440-250-5471 
if you need an alternate pick-up option.

Monday, June 21 (9 a.m.-9 p.m.) 
Teen Craft Pick Up – Come to the Drive-
Up Window to pick up a craft kit from 
June 21 through June 29. Grades 7-12. 
Please register.

Monday, June 21 (7-8:30 p.m.) Inves-
tors Interest Group: Value Investment 
in a New Era (Live) – Dr. Huaiyu Peter 
Chen, associate professor of finance 
at Williamson College of Business, 
Youngstown State University, will explore 
the principles of Benjamin Graham's 
Value Investing in light of today's intan-
gible underlying assets. Please register to 
receive an email with Zoom instructions.

Monday, June 21 (7-8:30 p.m.) 

Maker Monday: Alternatives to Cable 
TV (Live) – Frustrated with cable? This 
program will help you sort through the 
alternatives available. Please register to 
receive a Zoom link.

Tuesday, June 22 (7-8 p.m.) Build 
Your Own Board Game Supply Pick-
Up and Program (Live) – Register to 
pick up a kit and then join us for a Zoom 
program to show off your creation, see 
what everyone else created, and we’ll 
also do some board game trivia. Grades 
4-6. You will need a kit to participate in 
the program. Registering for a kit also 
registers you for the program. Pick-up 
begins June 15. Please register. Partici-
pants must provide an email address to 
receive Zoom instructions.

Wednesday, June 23 (4-5 p.m.) 
Summer Teen Writers Workshop 
(Live) – Join fellow Teen writers (grades 
7-12) this summer as we create an anthol-
ogy of short stories. You pick the genre, 
characters, time period – everything. This 
is the second of a 4-part series. During 
each session we’ll reveal a new writing 
challenge to work into your story. Come 
with an idea and by the end you’ll leave 
with a fantastic short story. Please regis-
ter. Participants must provide an email 
address to receive Zoom information.

Wednesday, June 23 (7-8:30 p.m.) 
Ohio is So Gay! Trivia Night (Live) 
– Celebrate Pride Month at WPPL as 
author, journalist and professor Ken 
Schneck returns to host a fun-filled eve-
ning of LGBTQ+ trivia! Please register to 
receive a Zoom link for the program.

Thursday, June 24 (3-4 p.m.) Harry 
Potter Night Supply Pick-Up and Pro-
gram: Summer Edition (Live) – Join 
us on Zoom for Harry Potter Night! You 
will need a kit to participate in the pro-
gram. Registration for the Zoom event 
also registers you for a kit. All ages. Please 
register for both the kit and the program. 
Kit pick-up begins June 17.

Thursday, June 24 (3:30-4:30 p.m.) 
Roblox Arcade (Live) – Love Roblox? 
We have some private servers set up for 
Tweens in grades 4-6 to hang out with 
their friends and enjoy some of the most 
popular games via Zoom. Please register.

Friday, June 25 (10-10:30 a.m.) 
Adapted Storytime in the Garden – 
Join us for this storytime in the Reading 
Garden designed for children who may 
not be successful in a typical storytime 

experience. Content is geared toward 
ages 3 to 7 years. Children with vary-
ing learning styles and abilities learn 
together in a safe and supportive envi-
ronment where respect and apprecia-
tion for differences is encouraged. This 
30-minute storytime is followed by time 
for socialization. This program is weather 
permitting. Staff will make every effort 
to notify you in a timely manner if we 
cannot meet in-person. If we cannot 
meet in-person, we will meet on Zoom. 
Zoom invites will be sent to all registered 
attendees only if we will not be meeting 
in person. Registration begins June 18. 
Please register every person that will be 
attending, including children and adults. 
Caregivers must stay with their child(ren) 
during the programming. Siblings may 
attend but must register separately.

Friday, June 25 (2-2:30 p.m.) Outdoor 
Summer Fun: Chalk the Walk! – Join 
us in front of the library to chalk the walk 
and celebrate the start of Summer! Ages 
4-8. This program is weather permitting. If 
we cannot meet in-person, we will notify 
participants of a make-up date. A decision 
about weather will be made 24 hours in 
advance. Caregivers must stay with their 
child(ren) during programs. Masks are 
required for anyone ages 2 and up. Regis-
tration begins June 18.

Monday, June 28 (9-9:30 
a.m.) Yoga with Ms. Jen! 
– Calm your body, mind 
and spirit in this yoga class 
taught by Ms. Jen, certified 
yoga instructor! Dress for the 
weather and bring your own 
mat/towel and water bottle 
as we will be in-person OUT-
SIDE, weather permitting. Up 
to grade 1. If we cannot meet 
in-person, we will meet on 
Zoom. Staff will make every 
effort to notify you in a timely 
manner if that’s the case. 
Zoom invites will be sent to 
all registered attendees only 
if we will not be meeting in 
person. Registration begins 
June 21. Please register every 
person that will be attend-
ing, including children and 
adults. Caregivers must stay 
with their child(ren) during 
the programs. Masks are 
required for anyone ages 2 
and up.

Monday, June 28 (6:30-
7:30 p.m.) CBD 101 (Live) – 
Learn what CBD is, its forms, 
how to use it, and how to 

ensure you are using a good product. 
Handout will be sent via email after the 
program. Please register. Participants 
must provide an email address to receive 
Zoom instructions.

Tuesday, June 29 (6:30-7:45 p.m.) 
Painting Pride Flowerpot Painting 
Workshop – Celebrate Pride Month by 
painting flower pots and chatting with 
other members of the LGBTQ+ commu-
nity and allies. Event will take place in-
person in the Reading Garden, weather 
permitting. Masks and social distanc-
ing must be followed unless the policy 
changes. Paint and flowerpots will be 
provided. Registration is required. If we 
cannot meet in person, we will meet on 
Zoom. Zoom invites will be sent to all 
registered attendees.

Wednesday, June 30 (9 a.m.-9 p.m.) 
Discovery Box for Teens Sign-Up – A 
personalized subscription box services 
for teens in grades 7-12. Each box will 
include a book, a paper craft, a mystery 
snack and a few other surprises! After 
signing up you’ll receive a survey to help 
us personalize your box to your taste. 
Registration begins June 23. Pick-up 
takes place July 7-9.

To register for any of the programs, 
visit westlakelibrary.org/events. 

Westlake Porter Public Library’s       
late June calendar of events

Serving Northeast 
Ohio Homeowners 

since 1975

Quality Painting.
T H AT ’ S  A L L  W E  D O !

The Westside’s #1 choice 
for interior and exterior 

painting

Call us at 
216-529-0360 

for a Free Consultation!

neubertpainting.com

HOT DIGGITY D   G

     THREE-O-FIVE
ANIMAL HOSPITAL

Three-O-Five
Animal Hospital

HOT DIGGITY D   G, INC.
Personal In-Home Pet Care
Busy Work or Personal Schedule?
In-home visits tailored to 
your pets’ special needs:
• Reasonable prices for all services
• Meals, walks, medication
• Plus personal play time / special requests
• All in the surroundings of your home

25 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

hotdiggitydogusa.com
440-823-9159
Visit our blog: OhioPetExpert.com

“We take the 
worry out of 
being away”

Owner Nancy Brown 
and Sunshine

620 Dover Center Rd.
Bay Village

Open Mon-Fri: 8-6, Sat: 8-5. Closed Sun.

Jim Sgro’s Village Barber Shop

NOW OPEN !
Call for an 
appointment:
440-871-0899

Advertise in the 
Observer. 

It’s more than 
an ad ... 

it’s civic support!
Contact Nancy for 

ad details, 440-823-9159

Judy Brody of Bay Village captured the simple 
beauty of roses in bloom at the Cahoon 
Memorial Park Rose Garden on Memorial Day.

Beautiful blooms
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by JEAN SMITH

The Westlake Garden Club 
has gotten a great start on 
the gardening season for 

2021.
The morning of May 22 

found several members at 
the club’s Hilliard Boulevard 
flower box getting the plants 
in the ground. Cathy Garlitz 
and Marsha McEntee selected 
and transported the plants 
and planted them, along 
with Lavinia Cozmin, Marge 
Emblom and Anne Engel. Later 
that day, a group of members 
met on member Carolyn Steig-
man’s patio for the annual plant 
exchange where they brought 
divisions and whole plants from 
their own gardens to exchange 
for something different. There 

were also some house plants 
finding new homes.

The garden club again pro-
vided a wreath for the Memorial 
Day Ceremony at Clague Park. 
Carolyn Steigman put together 
the beautiful wreath this year.

In a joint effort with the 
City and with a grant from the 
Cuyahoga Soil & Water Conser-
vation District, the garden club 
launched a Pollinator Project 
at Clague Park. Members Deb 
Dougherty and Susan Baker 
worked with Cahoon Nursery 
to order appropriate plants. 
The City prepped the site and 
on June 4 garden club members 
planted the garden. The garden 
club hopes this model Pollina-
tor Garden will encourage other 
groups, organizations, and citi-
zens to plant similar gardens. 

Last year was difficult 
for everyone. The garden 
club board met in early 
March at the library and 
once in the club president’s 
driveway, and the general 
membership did not meet 
at all. When I agreed to 
share responsibilities of 
president this year, my 
goal was to, in some way, 
try to keep our members 
connected. The board met 
via Zoom for three months 
and met in person in May.  
The April and May general 
meetings were held via 
Zoom with a speaker. The 
June meeting will be in-
person when we will tour 
the new Westlake Com-
munity Services Center 
and we are planning to 
do mini-garden tours for 
the July meeting. And, as 
outlined above, we have started 
gardening together again.

It is so good to see our 
friends and family face-to-face 

again. We are still practicing 
safety precautions and trying 
to keep everyone safe and well. 
If you want more information 

on the Westlake Garden Club, 
please visit our website, www.
westlakegardenclub.org. Happy 
gardening! 

Westlake Garden Club 
gets busy gardening

Westlake Garden Club members at the group's flower box,         
from left: Marsha McEntee, Marge Emblom, Anne Engel and 
Lavinia Cozmin.
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BAYarts welcomes 
Groundworks Dance Theatre
by NANCY HEATON

BAYarts loves nothing more than introducing 
new and innovative work to our Westshore 
campus, so when Groundworks Dance Theater, 

the groundbreaking contemporary dance company, 
was sidelined by the pandemic shutdown and needed 
open and outdoor venues to perform, the two organi-
zations connected. Having never visited the campus 
before, Groundworks Executive Director David Shi-
motakahara was immediately taken by the beauty of 
the venue and possibility of creating something "out 
of the box" to fit the space. For BAYarts, it's a perfect 
fit for the return of the summer events season.

GroundWorks Dance Theater is a nationally rec-
ognized troupe headquartered in Shaker Heights with 
a mission to engage, educate and enliven communi-
ties, right in line with BAYarts' mission. This is the 
organization's first westside appearance for a night 
of vibrant and engaging modern dance.

A diverse group of choreographers are lined up 
for this intimate performance including new work 
by Adam Barruch, originally created for film and re-
imagined for the stage. Also enjoy the stage version of 
“INSIDE,” by Cleveland-native Antonio Brown, and 
Doug Elkins’ hilarious and moving “My Hummingbird 
at the High Line,” originally created for GroundWorks 
in 2012.

This is one of BAYarts' rare ticketed summer 
events due to the many facets of bringing this type of 
performance to the campus. The first evening will be 
July 15, 7-9 p.m., following BAYarts Thursday Market 
and then again on July 16, 7-9 p.m. Tickets are $10; $5 
for children under 12. Purchase tickets at bayarts.net 
or call 440-871-6543 for more information. 

by CYNTHIA WHITE

The Bay Chapter of the League 
of Women Voters awarded 
two Good Citizen scholar-

ships of $1,000 each at the Kiwanis 
Awards Ceremonies on May 19 at 
Bay High School. We have received 

permission to announce one of the 
award winners here.

Bea Jones is a National Honor 
Society member who plans to attend 
Miami University this fall to major 
in biology on their pre-med track. 
She hopes to become a doctor or 
physician assistant working in pedi-

atrics. She has made many positive 
contributions to the Bay High and 
Bay Village community, including 
as a Girl Scout (every year since kin-
dergarten), BAYarts summer teach-
er’s assistant, member of the Peer 
Assisted Learning team, Youth Phi-
lanthropy Fellowship raising money 

for the Leukemia and Lymphoma 
Society, and the Multicultural Club

In these activities, Bea exempli-
fies the qualities of good citizenship 
that the League of Women Voters 
hopes to encourage and support. 
Congratulations Bea and best 
wishes for your future success! 

LWV Bay Village awards Good Citizen Scholarships

Bea Jones

by ERIC EAKIN

The Bay Men’s Club has 
awarded $1,000 scholar-
ships to three very deserving 

Bay High students: Kaylee Buehler, 
Morgan Fischer and Levi Wunder.

The scholarships are awarded 
based on need, character, scho-
lastic achievement and leadership 
qualities.

Buehler will be attending Kent 
State University studying nurs-
ing (her father passed away from 

lymphoma when she was 10 which 
motivated her to become a nurse). 
She was editor in chief of The Bay 
Tribune, class officer, member of the 
National Honor Society, YPF, swim 
and volleyball teams. She works at 
Arrabiata's and as a lifeguard at Bay 
Family Aquatic Center.

Fischer will also be attend-
ing Kent State University studying 
architecture. She was president of 
Student Council, class officer, a 
Rockette, a member of YPF, year-
book staff and the National Honor 

Society. She also swam for the swim 
team. She volunteers at Feeding 
Souls, St. Raphael's fish fries, Snow 
Angels, Homeless Stand Down, 
Adopt-a-Family, and founded Bay 
Gives Back. She also received A+ 
Award on Ideastream.

Wunder will be attending Bowl-
ing Green State University study-
ing psychology. He played soccer 
and lacrosse, was in the marching, 
concert and symphonic bands, is 
a member of the National Honor 
Society, and works at Five Guys. 

His father is in the 
Coast Guard and was 
transferred to Virginia 
before Levi's senior 
year, but he opted 
to stay in Bay Village 
and graduate with his 
friends while his par-
ents and three siblings 
moved.

“The accom-
plishments of these 
three recipients, both 
academically and in 
other fields, is quite 
impressive,” scholar-
ship committee chair-
person Peter Gierosky 
said. “We are happy 

to provide this seed 
money for our leaders 
of tomorrow.” 

Bay Men's Club awards scholarships

Celebrating the awarding of Bay Men's Club scholarships are, left to right, BMC 
President Matt Williams; Dan French; Kate Feeley (mother of Kaylee Buehler); 
BMC Vice President Ed Robertson; Kaylee Buehler; Morgan Fischer; mother 
Tammy Fischer; BMC Scholarship Committee Chairperson Peter Gierosky.
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Kiwanis Club of Bay Village
baykiwanis@gmail.com 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Wednesday, June 30 12 Noon – 10:30 pm ____ Booths and Rides Open
 12 Noon – 5 pm ________ $20 One Price Ticket for All Rides
 7 pm __________________ Live Music at the Gazebo – Sloppy Joe Band 
  ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Thursday, July 1 12 Noon to 10:30 pm ____ Booths and Rides Open
 12 Noon to 5 pm _______ $20 One Price Ticket for All Rides
 7 pm __________________ Live Music at the Gazebo – The Belairs
  ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Friday, July 2 12 Noon – 10:30 pm ____ Booths and Rides Open
 12 Noon – 5 pm ________ $20 One Price Ticket for All Rides
 5 pm __________________ Classic Car Cruise-In at Cahoon Park with DJ Cadillac Mike
 7 pm __________________ Live Music at the Gazebo – The Geez Cats
  ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Saturday, July 3 8:30 am  _______________ Bay Days 5 Mile Race and Kids 1 Mile Fun Run Starts at Bay High   
                                                                                                   School. For more info call Richard at 440-463-4031 or 
                                                e-mail baydays5mile@gmail.com
 11:30 am ______________ Children’s Bike,Trike and Wagon Parade – Meet at Gazebo
 12 Noon – 10:30 pm ____ Booths and Rides Open
 12 Noon – 5 pm ________ $20 One Price Ticket for All Rides
 2 pm __________________ Vintage Base Ball Game – Bay Men’s Club Villagers vs. Whiskey Island  
                                               Shamrocks at south end of Cahoon Park
 4 pm __________________ On the grass at the Gazebo – Dr. U.R. Awesome, Bubbleologist 
 7 pm __________________ Live Music at the Gazebo – Radio Hounds
  9:45 pm _______________ GALA FIREWORKS DISPLAY

 

BAY DAYS 2021BAY DAYS 2021BAY DAYS 2021BAY DAYS 2021

I’d like to help support the Observer!

First Name     Last Name

 Check this box if you do not want your name included in a list of donors.

Donation Amount: 

 $5         $10         $25         $50         Other: $

Please make checks payable to WBV Observer and
 MAIL TO: 451 Queenswood Drive, Bay Village, OH 44140

The Observer is an independent, community owned publication. Please note that charitable contributions 
are gratefully accepted but not tax-deductible. For questions about donating or more information on how to 
get involved, contact publishers Denny Wendell or Tara Wendell at 440-409-0114, staff@wbvobserver.com.
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 » See CHALLENGE page 12

by WENDY HANNA

The Stickney Family Honeybee Exhibit 
has always been a popular one at 
Lake Erie Nature & Science Center. 

A highlight is a hive framed in glass found 
inside the halls of the Center. Guests of all 
ages can get up close and peer into the heart 
of an active beehive. Regular visitors have 
watched this hive grow and strengthen over 
the past several years.

The exhibit also includes another hive 
located in the interior courtyard. With the help 
of beekeeper Scott Danniger, these hives have 
become extremely active and are thriving. 

Mr. Danniger anticipates that this 
is the first year honey will be able to be 
extracted from these outdoor hives. While 
the bees produced honey last year, it 
remained in the hives to strengthen and 

encourage the growth 
of the community.

Lake Erie Nature 
& Science Center is offering a free 
event when the honey 

Hives thrive at Lake Erie Nature & Science Center

Bay Village Scout Troop celebrates 50 years

Nearly 150 Boy Scouts, family members and alumni from Bay Village Troop 41 gathered for a 50th anniversary reunion picnic on Aug. 9. See story inside, page 4.

Westlake’s Corporate 
Challenge spurs 
friendly competition

by JIM DISPIRITO

The City of Westlake recently wrapped up 
its annual Corporate Challenge, a week of 
sports, games and contests pitting Westlake 

companies against one another, all in good fun. Now 
in its eighth year, the challenge is organized by the 
Westlake recreation department.

Alego Health, Applied Companies, Echo Health, 
Equity Trust, Q-Lab, Rae-Ann Suburban, Western 
Enterprises and the City of Westlake participated 
in the weeklong competition. Twenty-six different 
events including cupcake decorating, sand volleyball, 
golf, 5K relay, bowling and cardboard boat races 
were held at various venues throughout the city. The 
championship trophy went to Q-Lab, an international 
provider of material durability testing with corporate 

Joe Paoletto of Allegro Health competes in 
the 8-ball tournament event of the Westlake 
Corporate Challenge at Buckeye Lanes.

 » See BEEHIVES page 2

Westlake holds annual gala for gardeners
by TARA WENDELL

Westlake was all abloom again this 
summer as gardeners across the city 
took to the soil in hopes of winning 

the annual planting contest. Westlake in Bloom, 
the community beautification program that 
began with planting day on May 17, concluded 
Aug. 13 with an awards ceremony at LaCentre.

More than 300 entrants competed in 23 
categories, varying in scale from expansive 
business landscaping all the way down to resi-
dential window box gardens. As in years past, 
the judging panel included master gardeners, 
a past Bloom winner and a couple of amateur 
gardeners. Plaques were awarded for the top 
three finishers in each category, with the first-
place winners receiving $25 gift certificates to 
one of Westlake’s four garden centers.

 » See WESTLAKE IN BLOOM page 9

Stuart Morris of Lakewood holds his 18-month-old son, 
Elliott, to get a close-up view of the beehive inside the Lake 
Erie Nature and Science Center.
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Dover Congregational Church won best of the Hilliard flower 
boxes. See a list of all Westlake in Bloom winners, page 9.

Evelyn Allen
George Arruda

David & Carol Ball
BAYarts

Bay Village Garden Club
Bay Village Historical Society

Bay Village Women’s Club
Bonnie Belda

Ruth B. Bertrand
John Biesterfeldt

Jeffrey D. Bing
The Bing Family

Marie Black
Bill & Jane Blackie
Bocce Partner JD
Barb Bobrowski
Jean Bowman

Judy Brody
Judy & Ray Budoi

George Cadwallader
Dwight & Nancy Clark

John & Fran Clark
Stephen Clarke

Maryanne Cullom
Cuyahoga West Chapter, OGS

Deborah Delzeith
Randy & Angela DeMuesy

Jack Dianiska
Leisa Diller

Penny Dolski

Tony & Judy Dostal
Todd & Donna Dresing

Cynthia & Eric Eakin
Gary & Pamela Ebert

Bob & Ellen Erzen
Michael & Diane Ferry
Susan & Richard Fink
Cathy & Paul Flament

Jan Foote
Tom & Lois Fornes

Diane Frye
Lee Gase

Rick Grane
Grateful Reader

Marybeth Hackenberg
Rosemary & Walt Halun

Linda Harris
Linda Heiden & John Heidenreich

Dawn Hilt
Karol Hoeffler

David W. Kaman
Patrick Keating

Joan Kemper
Paul & Therese Koomar

Beverly Kosarko
Thomas Kovach
William Krause
Barbara Lahey
Marilyn Lahnen
John R. Larson

Thank you to our kind 
readers who have 
donated to help 

keep the Observer’s 
presses rolling and to 
support a free press.

Thank
 You!

Ellie Luchini
David  & Shirley Lynn
Marty & Jennie Mace

The Mack Family (Jon, Lisa               
and Holly)

Martha Devotion Huntington 
Chapter/Daughters of the American 

Revolution
Tom & Kirsten Martin

Mel Maurer
John & Marilyn McDermott
Thomas & Holly McGowan

Mary Kay McLean
Joan Hayes McSweeney

Mark Miller
Kevin Moriarty

Tom Mullee
Mike Nock

Michael & Ann O’Donnell
Donna Paino

Julie & Al Paulus
Jim Potter

Connie Priest
Tim Rasgaitis

David & Amy Rencehausen
Mila Roberts
Carole Roske

Steve Ruscher
Louis Ruscitto

Victor Rutkoski

George Ryan
Mike & Julie Scanlan
Joyce Able Schroth

Patti, Dominic & Gianni Sclimenti
Todd & Barb Semroc

Jane & Stu Sheard
Nancy Sheehan
David Smalley

Jean Smith
Eileen & John Snyder

Marilyn Sommer
Lysa Stanton & Dave Pfister

James Stevenson
Kathleen Swetkis

Nick & Judy Taranto
Barbara Taushanoff

Terri Telepak
Lilybeth Teske

Brian Thompson
Judy & Don Trask

Village Bicycle Cooperative
Westlake Kiwanis Club

Shirley Whitbeck
Cynthia White
Marge Widmar

Edward L. Wilkinson Sr
Peter & Kathy Winzig
Barb & Ian Woodburn

Anonymous
Anonymous

Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous

Since 2009 the Observer has strived to fulfill our founding 
mission – to strengthen our community by informing and engaging 
Westlake and Bay Village residents. 

Times are tough, and the pandemic has presented an added 
challenge at a time when emotional connection and togetherness 
matter so much.

Please help us continue to provide a free medium where the 
community can share news, share stories and share laughs.

If you’d like to keep the Observer serving the community, please 
send a cash or check donation along with the form below. Donations 
may also be made by credit card at wbvobserver.com. All supporters 
will be recognized in future editions of the Observer.

We need your help


